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In June 1953, there were under the Jurisdiction of state orgenizations H
rore than 5,200 motion picture theaters in cities and more than 2,500 in rayon %
centers of the USSR (not including the networls ;

T departmental and trade
union therters). During the lost fow years, the nurber of seis of motion
pileture eguipnent assigned permanently to kelitones ond sovkhones grew to :
11,000, while more than 21,000 portable sets were serving rural areas. (1) )
Tn Septecber 1043, there Ware 12,000 pan 0t notion pictwe install-

=:ions in the motion Picture networks of the YssR . (2)  Ceveral hundred film
tistributing orgarizetions rent films to the rotion piccure theaters. As of
June 1953, each film distributing orpganization had, on the average, about 400 :
full-length art and documeniary filis and about 500 populir seience short films i
and newsreels.

Cespite these ineilities and supplies, not enough films were being showvn.
Of'ten there was no plece to show the 1lms; sometimes cunlified rechanics or
spare parts for broken-down eqiibment vere not available. The portable szets '
were not used where they should have been or us often as they should have been. !
The worst fault was that filis were not changed often enough; for this the
local wvvicts were largely vesponsivble, A sharp increase in the production of
moving pictures was also needed. The rajority of the f£ilms did not have sound !
tracks for the non-Russian languages of the Soviet Union. During 1952, only }
12 art films had guch sound tracks. (3) !

i

The number of moving picture installations ir 1952 was 105 percent of the
nunbex of moving pileture instllatons In 1951. (3)

{
During 1952, there was o total atterdonce of Ubh million at filme shown by :
trade-union organizations; this vas 99 million more than in 1951. fThe wmrade- '
union organizatlons exceeded the 1052 plan for ‘operating rew motion picture
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installations. fThe plan for making prefits
1952 was not fulfilled btecsuse of many cancelliations 1m motion picture schedules.

Some theater managerz et reopie n without paving. changed scheduled progranms,
ete. Mstion pletures were net well enough advertised h)

frem showing metion pictures in

RSFSR

In a speech given &t the third cession of the Supreme Soviet RSFSR,
Minister of Finance T. Fadeyev stated that the RSFSR budget for 1953 allows 85
million rubles for building ard equipping new motion Picture theaters.(5)

In 1952, more than 100,000 cperating days weras lost in the rural mottion
pPicturs netwcrk of the RSFSR for isck af qualificd persons capable of repsiring !
motion picture machines. During the Tirst guarter of 1953, 22 600 operating
days were lost 1in the BSFSR for the same reazon . (2)

In Arkhangel 'skaya Oblast thers were tn March 1953 more than 200 rortable
sets of motion picture sgnipmept with faz1ltt12g for sound, and more than 160
motion pisture installiation: jn o ratien in Torsst villages . {7)

The numher of persim viewing o) zrizulture 13 groving from year 10
year in Moskovskaya Ohlase  In 1G3; k55 COO penple sav these Tilms, while
) In 1752 the totsl was & 841,50C (8) “n August 1993, there were 1,570 kolkho:
motion piecturs installztisn: (n Moskovskaya Oplase During the first & months
of 1953, almest 05,000 showing: wers held, attended by a total of 11,500,000.(9)

Slns onogg
2

From 1950 ro 1952, the number nprneading mction picturez in the villages of
Novosibirskaya Obiszt doubled. Bawewver . there was only one projector for the
rural areas and if that broke down then there was no provision for further
shovings of the piztures. In 1952 far .ack of :pare parts. portable motion
Picture projectors 1n the oblazt wers 14le ror 4 000 operating days. The
motion pleture rrogec or rewairmen had many compigints about the quality of
the spare parts recsio=g Twr tnavds o7 the prodectors in the oblast used
narrow f{ilm. Tt was:

Lfficult ta ebrarn trancportation for the portable motion
Plcetuwre equipment, «

3C1ally an wirtev 00}

Estonian SSR

Between 1051 and 145% uhe wrrics gitturs recwsrk of the Estonian SSR

- grevw 3.5 times, it scnzisted in Aprat 1993 of 172 moving pioture installations.
In 1952, these 1nctallatiaons had o reva as
(11) There wers 128 r.vesbie sers o mes1os
rural population of the repunlis Th
During the first & months of 19731 the
about 900,000 persons .{;2)

H
!
sudanse of about 10 miliian persons {

PLoture eguipmernt to serve the !
~if were gvallable in wvery vayon.
portablie sets used 1n rural areac served ¢

. Lithuanian S3R

¥

7 There were 37 moving picture thezier: in the Lithuanian SSB when the republic
wes liberated. In March 1953, there wers 409 motion picture 1nstallations, 32k

of them in village:z. During 1951 and 1952, the state spent more than 10,700,000

rubles on the constructisn of monien pisture theaters. FPoriable motion picture i
sets. were sent to most Kcolkhozes at ieast two or three times o week In 19%0C, §
1,420,000 workers in villages viewed motion prziures, and in 1952, twice that :
nunber. Total 1952 motion picture attendance in tre republic was about 11 million.
By the end of the Fifth Five-Year Plan, thave are to be 200 motion piziure theaters
and 400 sets of portable motion pieture 2quipment 1n the repabli~.{13)
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The Kauzas school for motion picture mechanics is the only institution in
the republic which Preparesmechanics for repairing motion Picture projectors.
In 1953, the school planned to graduate about 150 qualified workers.(ik)

Belorussian SSR

In 1953, more than 1,500 populated points in Mogilevskaya Oblast were not ’
served even by fortable motion Picture projectors.(?)

Ukrainian SSR

I
At the beginning of 1853, there were 7,603 motsion picture instellations in X
the Ukrainian 33R. 5,552 of them 1in villeges. In 1952, the attendance at motion [
Picture installations under the Ministry of Cinewatography alone was 204 million. :
Hovever, in 1952, the rural ms*ion Fioture netvork served 12 million fewer !
people than it could end should have, and feil 1.6 million rubles chort of
plenned returns.(15) .

In Septembar 1953. there were 695 metion victure installations in
Stalinskaya Oblast; 377 of them were cperated by the Ministry of Culture, 278
by trade unions; end kO by otrer ministries.l2)

Turkmen snd Tedzhik SSRs

In 1852, the plan for shewing filme ‘n villages of the Twkmen SSR was ful-
filled only 47.7 percent, and in viliages of the Tadzhik S3R, only 67.8 percent.
The plan feor investigatving conditicns at village motion picture Iinstallations
in the Turkmen SSR was fuifilled by .nly 5% persent. 1In the Tadzhik SSR, 31
percent of the motion picture instailations were out of operation and 175 films
were ruined because of low-quality Frojacting equipment. In the Purkmen 3SR,
Lo.1 percent of the rotion pleture ipstallations were out of operation and
124 films were ruined.!16)

Kirgiz 58

There were 342 motion picture ins
1953 in the cities and rayons of the 1
installstions were in operation in 100 kolldios villages; where there were no
prrmanent installation:z. 122 portuablie '3 wore regularly taken to populétcd
points, serving each two or three times o month. From 1951 to 1953, the-. :
republic school for motion picture mechanics graduated rnore than 40O special- !
ists; mora than 150 of them were Kirgiz {2) :

=4

allaticons 1n operation in Septeuber
stz 38R Permanent motion pictury

In April 1553, sbout &0 wrade-unicn moticn plcture installationse were in {
operetion in the citics, towns, and viilnges of the Kirgiz SSR. The number of b
ingtallations in tne irade-union neiwork dia 19953 was almost 150 rercent of the
1950 number. The trade-union plan for showing films in 1952 was fulfilled only
83.7 percent, and notion picture installations stood idle for a tota) of 1,674
operating days. In 1993, the trade-union network planned nore than 24,000
shovings to zerve a totn) of more than 3 wmillion people. (6)
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